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Nicknamed ‘The City of 100 
Spires’, Prague, capital of the 
Czech Republic, is bordered with 

Germany, Austria and Poland. Flights from 
the UK take under two hours, making 
Prague the ideal destination for a romantic 
weekend, or a cheap ’n’ cheerful knees-up 
with your mates. Prague's currency is the 
Czech koruna, but many shops, tourist 
attractions, hotels and restaurants also 
accept euros. The exchange rate is 
roughly 28 koruna (ckz) to the pound and, 
with a glass of beer costing around £1, 
your holiday spends are bound to go a 
long way.

Situated on the river Vitava, Prague is 
full of impressive Baroque and 
Renaissance buildings, so you feel as if 
you’ve stepped back in time. The city 
centre has two main squares, Wenceslas 
and Old Town. The latter is home to the 
Church of Our Lady Before Tyn, which 
looks especially fairy-tale-like in the snow 
(temperatures can drop to -36º in winter!).

The best way to see the sights is on 
foot. A half-day guided tour of the city, 

taking in famous landmarks such as the 
statue-laiden Charles Bridge and the 
Astronomical Clock, is available from Old 
Town Square from 450ckz (£16). But if 
walking’s not your thing, hire a Cinderella-
style horse-drawn carriage from the 
square for 800ckz (£30).

In contrast to its appearance, Prague’s 
past is far from fairy-tale. Till 1989, the 
Czech Republic – then Czechoslovakia 
– was governed under a bloody 
communist regime. Memorials to those 
who lost their lives are dotted around the 
city, the most poignant of which is at the 
foot of Petrin Hill in Mala Strana, the oldest 
part of town.

Since then, this beautiful city has 
changed dramatically while maintaining  
its sense of history. Prague is now a 
modern, thriving destination that’s often 
overlooked by tourists. Full of luxurious 
five-star hotels and divine restaurants to 
dine in, it also boasts a banging nightlife, 
making it a hot spot for hen and stag 
parties, and a cracking city break that 
won’t break the bank. 

Situated on the river 
Vitava, Prague is full of 
impressive Baroque 

and Renaissance buildings

Prague, 
Czech Republic

January 2010 ❘ ScarletMagazine.co.uk 113

Prague



114 ScarletMagazine.co.uk ❘ April 2009

Im
ag

es
: C

ze
ch

 T
ou

ris
m

, A
ria

 H
ot

el
, M

an
d

ar
in

 O
rie

nt
al

, R
os

e 
C

ro
m

pt
on

LOVE IT

Previous page: Prague Castle above  
the river Vitava Clockwise from bottom: 

U Vejvodu alehouse; Bellevue restaurant; 
Mandarin Oriental Spa treatment room; Aria 

Hotel’s Beatles Suite; Mandarin Oriental  
balcony view; snow-covered Charles Bridge; the 

communist memorial at Petrin Hill

Check in/out: 3pm and 11am.
Breakfast in bed? Yes, plus 24-hour 
room service.
Facilities: LCD flat-screen TV, mini-bar, 
bath, twin sinks and shower in every room; 
Barego Bar, Essensia restaurant, 
Monastery Lounge, spa, fitness centre, 
private garden and concierge service.
Mandarin Oriental Prague, Nebovidska 
459/1, Mala Strana, 118 00, Prague 1, 
Czech Republic, +420 233 088 888, 
MandarinOriental.com/Prague.

EAT, DRINK & BE MERRY
U Vejvodu
For a traditional Czech night out, visit U 
Vejvodu, located just a minute’s walk from 
Old Town Square. Famed for serving the 
cheapest beer in the city, a small glass 
costs just 19.90czk (80p). Its two bar areas 
each have an atmosphere of their own. 
Upstairs, the modern bar is ideal for small 
groups of friends. Downstairs, the 
cavernous cellar beer hall and restaurant  
is where you’ll find the real Czech 
experience, and ale flows freely till 2am.

U Vejvodu serves a large selection of 
traditional dishes. Prices are extraordinarily 
reasonable and the helpings are anything 
but shy! We highly recommend the roast 
beef in cream sauce with cranberry and 
bread dumplings for just 159czk, (£6.36). 
Jilská 4, Praha 1, +420 224 219 999, 
RestauraceUVejvodu.cz.

Bellevue
Considered one of the city’s best 
restaurants, Bellevue’s modern dining 
room, hung with black chandeliers, offers 
beautiful views of Prague Castle.

With two experienced executive chefs 
at the helm, expect something special 

from the menu, like the pan-seared 
monkfish with lavender-infused potato,  
on a bed of spinach drizzled with white 
truffle oil for 728czk (£26). The Bellevue  
is pricey, but worth every koruna for a 
special night out. Bellevue Restaurant, 
Smetanovo náb. 18, Praha 1, 110 00, 
Czech Republic, +420 222 221 443, 
BellevueRestaurant.cz/en.

SHOP TILL YOU DROP 
Palladium Shopping Centre
Open seven days a week till 10pm over 
the New Year period, the Palladium is 
situated in Nam Republiky, and the 
easiest way to get there is definitely by 
tram. With more than 200 shops and 
restaurants to explore, though, it’s hard  
to know where to start.

Filled with designer stores like Levi’s, 
Sephora and Calvin Klein, as well as high-
street faves including Topshop, H&M and 
Lush, make sure your purse is well-stuffed 
with koruna before making a trip. Prices 
are similar to the UK, but take a calculator 
to work out if the same items are cheaper 
back home. Palladium Shopping Centre, 
Námestí Republiky 1, 110 00 Praha 1, 
Czech Republic, +420 225 770 250, New.
PalladiumPraha.cz/en.

Charles Bridge
Not the most obvious place to shop, it’s 
surprising the gems you find when walking 
across Charles Bridge. As the bridge is a 
massive tourist attraction, there are lots of 
artisan stalls, selling handmade jewellery 
and hand-painted pictures of the city – the 
perfect souvenir of your stay in Prague. 
Charles Bridge, 11000 Praha. Ø
To find out more about Prague visit 
PragueExperience.com.

The Infant Jesus 
There are many churches in Prague, 
but one of the most spectacular is 
Our Lady Of Victory, in Mala Strana, 
which houses a statue of baby Jesus, 
made from wax and wood. There are 
two legends behind the statue: the 
first is that an apparition of the child 
appeared to a Spanish monk, who 
dedicated his life to recreating an 
accurate replica of what he saw; the 
second is that the statue belonged to 
St Teresa of Avila, who gave it to a 
friend’s daughter before the girl 
travelled to Prague.

The 47cm-high statue now sits 
encased in glass, surrounded by a 
stunningly beautiful solid-gold shrine, 
and thousands of pilgrims visit every 
year to pray to the infant Jesus, 
asking for his blessing.

Hanging with 
Jesus: our Rose
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GET A ROOM!
Aria Hotel
Prague is a city inspired by song (it’s not 
unusual for a full jazz band to suddenly 
appear in the street) and the five-star, 
award-winning Aria Hotel is completely 
devoted to music. With pop bigwigs like 
Seal having stayed there, the industry’s 
also given its stamp of approval. 

Each floor is dedicated to a different 
music genre – jazz, opera, classical and 
contemporary – and the 52 rooms are 
individually tailored to represent an 
influential musician or band, such as the 
Mozart Suite or the Beatles Room. All the 
artists feature on an iPod, leant to you for 
the duration of your stay, and to really 
immerse yourself in music Aria’s vast CD 
library is filled with thousands of albums 
that you can listen to privately in your 
room or over a bottle of wine with friends 
in the soundproof Music Box Room. With 
so much choice, it’s hard to pick, but the 
hotel’s expert musicologist is always on 
hand with suggestions, as well as 
information on concerts and operas 
happening in the city.
Rates: Deluxe Room prices start from 
€225 per night or €1,200 for the Mozart 
Suite. Continental buffet breakfast 
included. Rates dependent on season.
Check in/out: Check in from 3pm and 
out by 1pm.
Breakfast in bed? Yes, and at no extra 
charge.

Facilities: Complimentary high-speed 
internet access, DVD/CD player in room, 
iPod, rainforest showers, 30-seat cinema 
room, Music Box Room, music library, 
summer rooftop terrace restaurant. Tržište 
9, 118 00, Praha 1, +420 225 334 111, 
AriaHotel.net.

Mandarin Oriental Hotel 
Renowned for its five-star luxury, the 
Mandarin Oriental Hotel chain blends 
Eastern opulence with local culture. Its 
Prague branch affords details like putting 
the country’s national flower, the orchid, in 
each of the 99 rooms and 22 suites, while 
its Renaissance-style architecture suits its 
central location in Mala Strana. The Premier 
Rooms and exclusive Presidential Suite, 
which Madonna once paid €39,000 a night 
to stay in, offer fantastic rooftop views.

Opened in 2006, the Mandarin has all 
the mod cons expected in a new hotel –  
including a trendy bar and heated floors for 
the cold winter months – but the location 
itself retains a lot of history. Built on the 
remains of a 14th-century monastery, the 
oldest part of the hotel is the spa, situated 
in a Renaissance chapel and Voted Best 
Spa in Prague by readers of Spa Finder 
Magazine. Massage treatments start from 
3,500czk (£128).
Rates: Vary depending on season, but  
a Deluxe Room is around €519 per night or 
a Junior Suite is €829 per night. Breakfast 
is included in the price.

The Presidential Suite  
also offers fantastic 

rooftop views


